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necessity to which we are born. It is not a right, but
an irksome necessity, and men escape it whenever they
can get the fruits of labor without it. What they want
is the fruits, or wages, not work. But wages are capital
which some one has earned and saved. If he and the
workman can agree on the terms on which he will part
with his capital, there is no more to be said. If not,
then the right must be set up in a new form. It is now
not a right to work, nor even a right to wages, but a
right to a certain rate of wages, and we have simply
returned to the old doctrine of spoliation again. It is
immaterial whether the demand for wages be addressed
to an individual capitalist or to a civil body, for the
latter can give no wages which it does not collect by
taxes out of the capital of those who have labored and
saved.
Another application is in the attempt to fix the
hours of labor per diem by law. If a man is forbidden
to labor over eight hours per day (and the law has no
sense or utility for the purposes of those who want it
until it takes this form), he is forbidden to exercise so
much industry as he may be willing to expend in order
to accumulate capital for the improvement of his cir-
cumstances.
A century ago there were very few wealthy men
except owners of land. The extension of commerce,
manufactures, and mining, the introduction of the
factory system and machinery, the opening of new
countries, and the great discoveries and inventions
have created a new middle class, based on wealth, and
developed out of the peasants, artisans, unskilled la-
borers, and small shop-keepers of a century ago. The
consequence has been that the chance of acquiring
capital and all which depends on capital has opened